
Sound Devices 
 

      Sound Device What it is Example 

Rhyme end or final sounds are the 
same 

Whose woods these are I think I 
know. 
His house is in the village 
though; 
He will not see me stopping 
here 
To watch his woods fill up with 
snow. 

Repetition word, phrase or sentence is 
repeated 

The best kinds of people are warm 
and kind, They are always there and 
they never mind.  
The best kinds of people smile and 
embrace, They support you with 
strength and grace. 
 

Onomatopoeia imitate the sounds Zoom!  Whoosh.. Boom! 

Crackle, crackle, crackle. 

Ooo! Ah! 

Whoosh... Boom! 

Squeal, squeal, squeal. 

Ha, ha, ha, ha, ha! 

 

Alliteration repeats beginning sound Bubbly baby Bradley 

And Annie’s sister Abby 

Made a mess in Mab’s house 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



Simile compares two things using 
like or as 

My brother is like a tornado. 

He always moves fast and spreads 

destruction wherever he goes. 

My sister is like a snowstorm. 

She's  icy at times, but with a little 

sunshine, that iciness melts. 

 

Metaphor compares things using is, 
are, was, were 

I thought it rather strange today, 

When visiting the zoo, 

To find the creatures living 

there, 

Are just like me and you. 

Personification When animals or objects 
have human qualities 

animals that talk 
My alarm clock yells at me every 

morning. 

My house is a friend who protects me. 

The moon played hide and seek with 

the clouds 

Imagery Visually descriptive, senses 
(see, hear, touch, taste, 
feel) 

As Mommy washed up 
and the children played, 
smell of warm butter filled the air. 
 

Hyperbole exaggerated  statements ● It was so cold I saw polar 

bears wearing jackets. 

● I am so hungry I could eat a 

horse. 

● I had a ton of chores to do. 



 

Idiom Phrase not to be taken 
literally 

Sick as a dog - means you are very ill 

Idioms that refer to your actions would 

be: 

Rub someone the wrong way - 

meaning to annoy or bother 

 

 
 


